
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2018

Holocaust Memorial Day is an annual event that takes place on January 27th. HMD 
was established in the UK in 2000 and the first HMD was held in January 2001. 
January 27th marks the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz- Birkenhau 
concentration camp by soviet troops in 1945. Holocaust Memorial Day seeks to 
change the future by learning from and remembering the past. Schools are 
encouraged to participate in Holocaust Memorial Day in order to remember the 
victims of the Holocaust and more recent genocides. It provides a framework to 
explore issues of morality, human reactions, individual experiences, responsibilities 
and larger questions of the role of governments and democracies. The government, 
including the Welsh Government, encourages schools and LAs to commemorate this 
event in some way. 

Each year, the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust chooses a different theme to enable 
audiences on Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) to learn something new about the 
past, and to make it easier for HMD activity organisers to create fresh and engaging 
activities. Every theme is relevant to the Holocaust, Nazi Persecution and to each 
subsequent genocide, and has the life stories of those who were murdered and those 
who survived at its heart – as well as the experiences of resisters, rescuers and 
witnesses.

The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust produces materials specific to the theme of 
Holocaust Memorial Day. 

The power of words is the theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2018. 

Words can make a difference – both for good and evil. 

Spoken and written words from individuals, corporations, community organisations or 
the state, can have a huge impact, whether good or bad. This theme explores how 
language has been used in the past, and how it is used in the present day. HMD 
activities can focus on the impact that words had in the Holocaust and subsequent 
genocides, through propaganda used to incite, through slogans written in resistance, 
and through memoirs written to record and respond to what was going on. The words 
that we see and hear all around us today – in newspapers, online, in conversations – 
the words that we chose to use, all have an impact upon us and those around us.

Further information about the theme and free educational resources containing 
material suitable for primary to post 16 students is available online at 
http://education.hmd.org.uk 

Additionally, Richard Spencer has been recently been appointed Support Worker for 
Wales for the Holocaust Memorial Trust. He will be on hand to support those wish to 
organize an event to commemorate HMD 2018. The national Trust will be launching 
a range of engaging, free resources on September 13th and schools and colleges 
will be able to order materials either from the London office, or through Richard.

Richard can be contacted on Tel: 07535 524334 or by email at 
Richard.wales@hmd.org.uk             
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